 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Benefits of Keeping the Law

By Raymond Keable
TODAY, ACCORDING TO GOD'S WORD, WHAT BENEFITS ARE DERIVED FROM THE PREACHING, TEACHING, AND KEEPING OF THE LAW?
  1. Gal.1:8, 9: It makes you accursed. 

  2. Gal: 1:10: It pleases men...not God. 

 ADVANCE \d 4 3. Gal.1:23: It destroys the testimony of the “faith of Christ” (Gal.2:16; 3:22, 23; Col.2:10, 13).
  4. Gal. 2:4, 5:1: It brings people into bondage and takes away their freedom.

  5. Gal. 2:5: It does not teach the “truth of the Gospel” (Acts 20:24).

  6. Gal. 2:13: It carries you away with “dissimulation” (deceit, hypocrisy, to speak or act falsely).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

  7. Gal. 2: 14: It does not make you walk uprightly.

  8. Gal. 2:17: You make yourself and the Lord Jesus Christ “ministers of sin.”

  9. Gal. 2:18: You become a transgressor.

10. Gal. 2:21: You frustrate the grace of God (to set aside, disesteem, reject).  
11. Gal. 3:1: You become foolish and bewitched. 

12. Gal. 3:10: You are under a curse, because you cannot/ do not keep all the law (James 2:10). 

13. Gal. 3:11: You are not justified. 

14. Gal. 3:12: It is not of faith. 

15. Gal. 3:17, 18: It has absolutely nothing to do with the promise of eternal life!

16. Gal. 3:21: It cannot give you righteousness.  

17. Gal. 3:24; 4:1-3: It keeps you as a child and does not allow you to grow (1Cor. 1:13).   

18. Gal. 4:9: You return to the weak and beggarly elements. 

19. Gal. 4:16: Paul becomes your enemy. 

20. Gal. 4:20, 21: You do not understand the law yourself (Rom.2:17-25; 1Tim.1:4-10). 

21. Gal. 4:29: You persecute the righteous. 

22. Gal. 5:4: Jesus Christ means nothing to you because you are fallen from grace! 

23. Gal 5:7: You are not obeying the “present truth” (2Peter 1:12). 

24. Gal. 5:13, 16: You fulfill the “lusts of the flesh.”
25. Gal. 5:16: You are not “led of the Spirit.”  

26. Gal. 6:.3, 4: You (mistakenly) have a high opinion of yourself. 

27. Gal. 6:7: You are deceived and teach deception. 

28. Gal. 6:7: You mock God (to ridicule, treat with scorn and contempt). 

29. Gal. 6:8: You sow “to the flesh” and will “reap corruption.” 

30. Gal. 6:12: Law keepers are show off's, always desiring to “make a fair show in the flesh.”
31. Gal. 6:12: Law keepers are not partakers of the “persecutions” of the preaching of the cross. 

32. Gal. 6:13: Law keepers do not keep the law themselves but rather glory in another’s flesh. 

33. Gal. 6:13: Law keepers want you to be just like them. 
34. Gal. 6:17: Law keepers cause you nothing but “trouble.” 
Okay, I hope by now I have your attention.  Law keepers, these are your dividends!  A dividend is a profit made from an investment.  You “reap” what you “sow.”   I chose 34 points from one small book in the Bible, a book that has just 6 short chapters, to point out what God thinks about those who think that the keeping of the law will give them the righteousness needed for salvation.  Symbolically, scripture defines the keeping of the law as the “work of your hands” (Deut.31:29), which is further defined by the Apostle Paul in Phil.3:9 as “mine own righteousness.”   Scripturally, it is associated with idol worship:  Hosea 14:3: “Asshur (the second son of Shem and his descendants and the country occupied by them...Assyria and region) will not save us; we will not ride upon horses: neither will we say anymore to the WORK OF OUR HANDS, Ye are our gods...” and Acts 7:41: “And they made a calf in those days, and offered sacrifice unto the idol, and rejoiced in the WORK OF THEIR OWN HANDS.”     

If you think keeping the law is required by God, who is your peer group?

Let me give you another scriptural example about this subject.  The word “peer” means: an equal, one of the same rank; a companion; fellow; associate.  It’s similar to the word “counterpart”: the part that answers to another, as the two papers of a contract; a copy; a duplicate.  Also, the part which fits another.  As a law keeper, 1Tim.1:9,10 describes your peers...your counterparts.  You are identified with these kind of people!

 1. Unrighteous: unjust, wicked, treacherous.

 2. Lawless: not subject to law, unrestrained by law, destitute of Mosaic law (isn’t this interesting                                                                 that this is said to those who supposedly keep the law?).

 3. Disobedient: insubordinate, unsubjected, cannot be subjected to control.

 4. Ungodly: irreverence toward the Supreme Being...manifesting contempt.

 5. Sinners: pre-eminently sinful, especially wicked.

 6. Unholy: impious, wicked.  Another definition is: not ceremonially purified...with a reference           given to Lev.10:9,10 which is a verse telling Aaron and his sons not to drink wine or strong           drink before they entered the tabernacle of the congregation...with the understanding that                  would make a difference between the holy and unholy and the clean and unclean.  The                     problem with this is that Heb.7:19 says: “For the law made nothing perfect...”          

 7. Profane: ungodly, wicked, heathenish.

 8. Murderers of fathers: those who commit patricide.

 9. Murderers of mothers: those who commit matricide.

10. Manslayers: murderer.

11. Whoremongers: male prostitute.

12. Them that defile themselves with mankind: sodomite, homosexual (Rom.1:26,27). 

13. Menstealers: a slave dealer.

14. Liars: a falsifier (Prov.17:4; John 8:44).

15. Perjured persons: a false swearer (Acts 17:5 describes this as “lewd fellows of the baser                              sort.” (Lewd: hurtful, evil, morally worthless, corrupt).

16. Contrary to sound doctrine: opposite, adverse, to oppose, withstand.

Do I still have your attention?  I sure hope so.  This information is important with regard to your eternal destination...heaven or hell.  The phrase “sound doctrine” ( 1Tim.1:10) is a reference to Christians whose doctrine is not defective and is free from any mixture of error.  Rom.3:28 says: “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith WITHOUT THE DEEDS OF THE LAW.”   This is plain speaking!  Three well established religions: Catholicism, Judaism, and Islam are all law oriented, works based religions.  According to God’s word, this is not the way to salvation.  Rom.4:5 says: “But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.”  This mixing of doctrinal truth with error happened in Paul’s day and it happens now.  Some things never change.  If this were not true, why are there more than 30,000 different denominations listed as Christian, the vast majority works based?   

   As a law keeper, how does God characterize you?
The word “characterize” means: the personal combination of qualities in a person or place that makes them different from others.  For example it would be very out of character (not typical) for a law keeper to trust in the sufficiency of the cross.  Remember, the law “personified” speaks to your own works and your own righteousness, “the work of your hands.”   

Regarding the doctrinal correctness of the teaching and the keeping of the law today, please read 1Tim.1:3-8.  The Lord pulls no punches with regard to His thoughts on this.  This is how God characterizes you.  This small list is just one of many.  He says that:

1. You teach “other doctrine” (other than what God wants...Gal.1:6-9).  

2. You “give heed to fables.”  A fable is fiction, not truth.  In other words, you speak falsely!              Titus 1:14 defines it as “Jewish fables.”  This is an obvious reference to mixing law with                grace. 

 3. You are primarily self-focused.  Why?  Because you are more concerned with genealogies              (ancestral pedigrees or your own important deeds) than you are with sound doctrine. 

 4. You do not Godly edify.  What this means is that your teaching instructs people in an ungodly         manner.  Is this what you want? 

 5. You are “uncharitable.”  This means that you lack the disposition of heart which inclines us to         think favorably toward other people, to do them good.  Will this be your legacy?

 6. Your heart is not pure.  Self explanatory.  Scripture calls it an “evil heart.”
 7. You have a bad conscience.  Scripture, in describing our conscience, uses words like: good,             weak, defiled, seared.  It is a reference to our morality.  According to this passage, if you teach        that salvation comes by keeping the law, which is your category...weak, defiled, or seared?                                                                (Answer: all of the above). 

 8. Your faith is “feigned” (imagined, devised, invented, assumed...not according to God).

 9. You have “swerved” from the truth (to miss the mark, deviate from the truth, err).

10. You do not understand what you say.

11. You do not understand what you affirm (you cannot be confident in what you believe).

12. You become a “VAIN JANGLER.”
 If you keep the law, why would God label you a “vain jangler”? 

The whole Bible speaks of the inadequacies of the law regarding our justification (to be made righteous).  The term “vain jangling” in 1Tim.1:6 means an empty babbler.  Mostly, the words “vain” and “vanity” in the New Testament are defined with words like: empty; worthless, having no substance, value, or importance...speaking of moral depravity.  In the Old Testament, there is more than one Hebrew word for “vain” and “vanity.”  But, the ones I am interested in are defined with words like: empty, worthless, untruth, a sham, without cause, deceit, lying, unsatisfactory, transitory...essentially the same as the New Testament.  

Now read Jonah 2:8: “They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy.”  The word “observe” means to hedge about, guard, protect, attend to. The word “vanities” comes from another Hebrew word that means to “lead astray” (in a moral sense).  Taken out of context, Jonah 2:8 is a great verse that describes what the teaching and keeping of the law does for a person today: you are a liar, you guard and protect untruth, and you “forsake your own mercy.”  
When we come to Paul’s epistles, we find out that it is the grace of God that saves us and not the keeping of the law.  Titus 3:5 calls this grace mercy:  “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us...”  This completely eliminates any of our own 

works.  So, by the keeping and teaching of the law today, you lead people into immorality, you forsake your own salvation and deprive those you teach of the same.  If I were a law keeper and teacher, I sure would not want to have that weight around my neck when I opened my eyes in hell.  How about you?

What “law precedent” is taught in the Old Testament?
Still not convinced that the “work of our hands,” the keeping of the law, cannot get us the righteousness we need?  This scriptural truth goes all the way back to Genesis 4, where Abel brought the right sacrifice to the Lord, “the firstlings of his flock.”  The Lord had respect for Abel’s sacrifice, but not for Cain’s.  Why?  Cain brought the Lord the wrong sacrifice, “the fruit of the ground.”  This was from his own labor, the “work of his hands,” from a cursed earth and from a spiritually fallen, cursed body.  This truth about the law started in Gen.2:17 when the Lord commanded Adam that he could eat of any tree in the garden except for “...the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”  With a completed Bible, we can now understand the meaning of this command.  God will not accept man’s good or man’s evil.  The evil is immediately understandable.  But what about the good?  Man’s good is his own righteousness...his own wisdom...his own works...the “work of his hands,” the keeping of the law!  
So, way back in Genesis 4, a precedent was set long before the law was actually given.  Cain transgressed (violated) the Lord’s command.  Gal.3:19 says: “Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions...”  Forgiveness requires blood, Abel’s sacrifice of the lamb (symbolic of the Lamb of God, the blood of Christ).  Lev.17:11: “...for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.”  Is there any wonder as to why Moses, shortly before his death, told the 2nd wilderness generation of Israel that the book of the law would be used as a “witness against thee” and that “ye will utterly corrupt yourselves... because ye will do evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke him to anger THROUGH THE WORK OF YOUR HANDS” (Deut. 31:26, 29).  The keeping of the law is “operation Cain” resurrected!

How does the Old Testament portray the law?
If you are still paying attention, please compare the next two passages:

Deut 6:25: “And it shall be OUR righteousness, if we observe to do all these commandments                               before the Lord our God, as he hath commanded us.”
with    

Phil. 3:8,9: “Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of                         Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count                          them but dung, that I may win Christ, And be found in him, NOT HAVING MINE                             OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS, WHICH IS OF THE LAW, but that which is through the                           faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith.”

There is definitely a vital and sacred connection between the O.T. and the N.T.  The word “our” in Deut. 6:25 means: pertaining or belonging to us; as our country; our rights; our people.  “Ours,” which is primarily the possessive case of “our,” is never used as an adjective, but as a substitute for the adjective and noun to which it belongs.  The nation of Israel is the subject (noun) in this verse.  

Simply stated, the Old Testament teaches that law keepers make their own righteousness.  This is how the law is portrayed in the Old Testament.  This denies or diminishes the faith of Christ.  “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Christ” (Gal.2:16).  Does scripture ever teach that Israel was ever able to fulfill all the requirements of the law as they promised they would?  No!  Does scripture ever claim that the keeping of the law will get you the desired justification needed for salvation?  No! 
In Exodus 20, forty years before the Deuteronomy time period, the children of Israel broke at least three of the ten commandments before Moses came down from the mountain. You might say that the ten commandments had not yet been given.  My response would be to ask you some questions:

  1. Are you trying to tell me that the Jews back then could not discern between right and wrong?

  2. Are you trying to tell me that they did not know any better than to worship the 2 golden                   calves? 

  3. Why did Israel have to wander for 40 years until that generation died out?

  4. Would the Lord have caused that to happen if they were ignorant of what they did?                           (Rom.2:14,15)

  5. Why did the nation of Israel make the verbal contract with Jehovah God to begin with?                    (Exodus19:5-8)   Rom. 3:4:“...let God be true, but every man a liar...”
  6. Why couldn’t Israel get it right the first time.  The word Deuteronomy means the 2nd  giving            of the law.

  7. Why did the Lord have to restate and reaffirm the contract He made with Israel to subsequent          generations? (Deut. 11:27; 28:1; Josh.24:24; 1Sam.15:22; Isa.1:19; Jer. 7:23; 11:4-7)  

  8. Over 800 years after the Deuteronomy time period, why did God divorce Israel?  Jer.3:8:               “And I saw, when for all the causes thereby backsliding Israel committed                                            adultery I had put her away, and given her a bill of divorce; yet her treacherous sister                     Judah feared not, but went and played the harlot also.”  Malachi. 2:11: “Judah...hath                      married the daughter of a strange god.”  

  9. Do you think there is a remote possibility that God Almighty was trying to teach them                      something important (Rom.3:19, 20; Col.2:14?) 

 10. Why are the O.T. and N.T. filled with verses that talk about the unfaithfulness of Israel and                how they continually broke the contract they made with God? 

 11. Why does the N.T. start talking about the fact that the law absolutely cannot give you what              you want and desire?”  Read what Jesus said to Israel’s leaders in John 7:19: “Did not                     Moses give you the law, and yet none of you keepeth the law? Why go ye about to kill                      me?” 

 12. Why would you think that your religion or your denomination or your wisdom could                        somehow surpass the wisdom of God’s Word? (Prov.14:12)

How does the Old Testament portray Israel’s faithfulness to the Lord?

Let’s take a walk through the O.T., the written history of Israel, to see exactly how faithful they were to the Lord and the law He gave to them.  Below are quotes from 32 of the 39 O.T. books.  I would exhort all to also study the context.

Ex. 32:8: “They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them: they have                          made them a molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacrificed thereunto,                              and said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up out of the land of                         Egypt.” 
Lev. 26:41: “...if then their uncircumcised hearts be humbled, and they then accept the of                                     punishment of their iniquity.” 
Num. 32:14: “And behold, ye are risen up in your father’s stead, an increase of sinful men, to                                augment yet the fierce anger of the Lord toward Israel.” 

Deut. 9:6: “Understand therefore, that the Lord thy God giveth thee not this good land to possess                      it for thy righteousness; for thou art a stiffnecked people.” 

Joshua 7:11: “Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant which I have                                  commanded  them...”
Judges 2:11: “And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and served Baalim.”

1 Sam. 10:19: “And ye have this day rejected your God, who himself saved you out of all your                                  adversities...” 

2Sam. 21:1: “Then there was famine in the days of David three years, year after year, and David                           inquired of the Lord. And the Lord answered, It is Saul, and for his bloody house,                            because he slew the Gibeonites.”

1Kings 11:6: “And Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, and went not fully after the Lord, as                           did David his father.”
2Kings 22:13: “...for great is the wrath of the Lord that is kindled against us, because our fathers                             have not hearkened unto the words of this book, to do according unto all that                                   which is written concerning us.”

1Chron. 21:1: “And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked David to number Israel.” 

2Chron. 28:25: “And in every several city of Judah he (Ahaz) made high places to burn incense                              unto other gods, and provoked to anger the LORD God of his fathers.” 

Ezra 13:18: “Did not your fathers thus, and did not our God bring all this evil upon us, and upon                         this city? Yet ye bring more wrath upon Israel by profaning the sabbath.” 
Neh. 9:26: “Nevertheless they were disobedient, and rebelled against thee, and cast thy law                                behind their backs, and slew thy prophets which testified against them to turn them to                      thee, and they wrought great provocations.” 

Psalms 78:37: “For their heart was not right with him, neither were they stedfast in his                                             covenant.”
Prov. 30:12: “There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed from                              their filthiness.”
Song of Solomon 7:12: “Let us get up early to the vineyards; let us see if the vine flourish,                                                      whether the tender grapes appear...”  Isa. 5:1-7 describes Israel as the                                               Lord’s vineyard.  The Lord says Israel brought forth “wild grapes”                                                    (defined as poison berries, a worthless, stinking thing).  
Eccl. 20:7: “For there is not a just man upon the earth, that doeth good and sinneth not.”

Isaiah 1:4: “Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are                         corrupters: they have forsaken the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel                         unto anger, they are gone away backward.”

Jer. 32:30: “For the children of Israel and the children of Judah have only done evil before me                           from their youth: for the children of Israel have only provoked me to anger with the                        WORK OF THEIR HANDS, saith the Lord.”

Lam. 5:16: “The crown is fallen from our head: woe unto us, that we have sinned.”

Ezek. 16:59: “For thus saith the Lord God; I will even deal with thee as thou hast done, which                              hast despised the oath in breaking the covenant.”

Dan. 9:11: “Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they might not obey                      thy voice; therefore the curse is poured upon us, and the oath that is written in the                           law of Moses the servant of God, because we have sinned against him.”

Hosea 10:13: “Ye have plowed wickedness, ye have reaped iniquity; ye have eaten the fruit of                                 lies: because thou didst trust in thy way, in the multitude of mighty men.”

Amos 5:26: “But ye have borne the tabernacle of your Moloch and Chiun your images, the star of                        your god, which ye made for yourselves.”

Micah 1:5: “For the transgression of Jacob is all this, and for the sins of the house of Israel.                               What is the transgression of Jacob? is it not Samaria? and what are the high places                         of Judah? are they not Jerusalem?”

Nahum 2:2: “For the Lord hath turned away the excellency of Jacob, as the excellency of Israel:                          for the emptiers have emptied them out, and marred their vine branches.” 

Habakkuk 2:4: “Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by                              faith” 

Zephaniah 3:1,2: “Woe to her that is filthy and polluted, to the oppressing city! She obeyed not                                     the voice; she received not correction; she trusted not in the Lord; she drew                                      not near to her God.” 

Haggai 2:14: “Then answered Haggai, and said, so is this people, and so is this nation before me,                          saith the Lord; and so is every WORK OF THEIR HANDS; and that which they                                offer there is unclean.” 

Zech. 7:12: “Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, and                         the words which the Lord of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former prophets:                               therefore came a great wrath from the Lord of hosts.” 

Malachi 2:8: “But ye are departed out of the way; ye have caused many to stumble at the law: ye                           have corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith the Lord of hosts.”                    

How does the Old Testament characterize the 12 tribes of Israel?
Read 2 Kings 17:6-18, a passage that describes the moral condition of the ten northern tribes before their Assyrian captivity and before the Lord divorced them (Jer.3:8).  The #12 is the number for Israel in the Bible.  Below are 24 characteristics from this short passage about these tribes...a double dose.  Read what God lists as some of their “moral attributes.”

  1. Verse 7: Israel sinned against the Lord and feared other gods. 

  2. Verse 8: Israel walked in the statutes of the heathen whom the Lord had cast out.

  3. Verse 9: The children of Israel did secretly those things that were not right against the Lord.                                               (Heb.4:12)

  4. Verse 10: The children of Israel set up images and groves in every high hill (idol worship).

  5. Verse 11: The children burnt incense in all the high places, as did the heathen.

  6. Verse 11: The children wrought wicked things to provoke the Lord.

  7. Verse 12: The children of Israel served idols after the Lord told them not to do this thing.

  8. Verse 13: Through their prophets and seers, the Lord testified against Israel and told them to                            turn from their evil ways.

  9. Verse 14: Israel would not hear.

 10. Verse 14: Israel hardened their necks as did their fathers.

 11. Verse 14: Israel and their fathers did not believe in the Lord their God.

 12. Verse 15: Israel rejected His statutes.

 13. Verse 15: Israel rejected the Lord’s covenant He made with their fathers.

 14. Verse 15: Israel rejected His testimonies which He testified against them.

 15. Verse 15: Israel followed vanity (emptiness...something transitory and unsatisfactory).  

 16. Verse 15: Israel became vain.

 17. Verse 15: Israel followed the heathen that were round about them. 

 18. Verse 16: Israel left all the commandments of the Lord.

 19. Verse 16: Israel made molten images, even two calves.  

 20. Verse 16: Israel worshiped all the host of heaven. This verse would indicate that they made                             more images other than the two calves.  The 2nd commandment, Ex.20:4 says:                                 “Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any                                            thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is isn the                                   water under the earth.”

 21. Verse16:  Israel served Baal (a Phoenician deity).  

 22. Verse 17: Israel caused their sons and daughters to pass through the fire.  This is sacrificing                             their children by burning them up in the fire (2Chron. 28:3; Psa.106:37,38).  Lev.                             18:21 says: “And thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass through the fire of                                        Moloch...” (the chief deity of the Ammonites).

23. Verse 17: Israel used divination and enchantments...directly opposed to the Lord’s                                             commandment (Deut 18:10-12).

24. Verse 17: Israel “...sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke Him to                                              anger.”

Did you notice that most of these 24 points are not a reference to physical, fleshly sins?  Rather, they are a reference to spiritual sins, sins of the heart and mind!

Jeremiah was a prophet sent by God who prophesied mostly to the 2 tribes of southern Israel (Benjamin and Judah) shortly before and after their fall to Babylon.  He was the last of the 12 pre-exile prophets who lived to witness this tragic event and wrote his Lamentations as a sad memorial to this time.  Read these four verses.

Jer.1:16: “And I will utter my judgments against them as touching all their wickedness, who have                   forsaken me, and have burned incense unto other gods, and worshipped the WORKS                       OF THEIR OWN HANDS.” 
Jer. 5:31: “The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; AND MY                            PEOPLE LOVE TO HAVE IT SO...”

Jer.8:9: “The wise men are ashamed, they are dismayed and taken: lo, they have rejected the                          word of the LORD; and what wisdom is in them?”
 Jer.11:10: “They are turned back to the iniquities of their forefathers, which refused to hear my                         words; and they went after other gods to serve them: the house of Israel and the                               house of Judah have broken my covenant which I made with their fathers.”
Now, carefully read Jeremiah 23 which talks about false pastors, prophets, and priests of the whole house of Israel.  Jer.23:16 is a good O.T. summary of the history of Israel: “Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of the prophets that prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the LORD.”  
Compare Jer.23 with Acts 7:52: “Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted: and they have slain them which before showed the coming of the Holy One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers.”  This verse just echoes O.T. teaching about Israel and their ability to keep their promise.  They believed the false prophets and persecuted the true ones sent by the Lord.  Remember, Moses, the revered law giver, was one of these prophets!     
Ezekiel was another major prophet to the whole house of Israel.  Ezekiel (and Daniel) were taken about 11 years before the final sacking of Jerusalem.  This was at the time when Zedekiah began his miserable, pathetic reign of 11 years (Jerusalem’s last king).  Chapters 1-24 in Ezekiel cover the first 9 years.  He began prophesying in the 5th year of his captivity.  This means that he ministered 6 years before Israel fell.  This is why in the first 24 chapters of the book, there is so much about the coming judgment of Jerusalem. 

I think the best way to convey what Ezekiel prophesied is to use a phrase found only in his writings: “untempered morter.”  He uses this phrase 5 times.   The word “untempered” means: not duly mixed; not durable or standing; not enduring.  When you temper something, like steel, it is hardened, made stronger.  The reason Israel was “untempered” was because of their false prophets and teachers.  Ezek. 13:10,15 sum it up: “Because, even because they have seduced my people, saying, Peace; and there was no peace; and one built up a wall, and, lo, others daubed it with untempered morter. Thus will I accomplish my wrath upon the wall, and upon them that have daubed it with untempered morter, and will say unto you, the wall is no more, neither they that daubed it.”  

There is a shocking passage in Ezek.16:27 which states that “...the daughters of the Philistines, which are ashamed of thy lewd way.”  The word “lewd” means: given to the unlawful indulgence of lust; addicted to fornication or adultery; dissolute (loose in morals and behavior).  The behavior of the Israelites was so shameful that they caused the Philistines to blush!  The Philistines were Gentiles, just one of the “heathen” countries separated from the true Lord.  Imagine, the “heathen” acting better than the Jews.  This is what the verses teach!
In 2 Chronicles 36, the last chapter of the Jewish Bible, the last three kings of Jerusalem are mentioned.  All three kings “did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD.”  This chapter shows that the chief priests “transgressed very much, polluted the house of the LORD, mocked the messengers of God, despised His words, and misused His prophets.”   Would this indicate that anything had changed with regard to the behavior of the Jews?  As mentioned previously, Malachi, the last book in our O.T., shows the same consistent pattern of behavior.

What about Jeremiah 31 and Ezekiel 36 -48?
Jer.31:31-34 and Ezek.36:24-28 teach that in a future day, Israel will be able to keep the law perfectly.  This will be through the enablement of the “new covenant.”  Jer.31:31 says: “Behold the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah.”  This passage is repeated in Heb.8:8.  When the nation goes through its final 7 year purging (Dan.9; Rev.), God will empower those Jews who died in faith and those who lived without getting the mark of the beast.  The new covenant is the Lord’s doing.  He will write His laws into their “inward parts” and cause them to keep the law.  The new covenant enables future Israel.  Ezek.37-48 speaks of that kingdom time period.  Many Christians today think that we are under the new covenant and possibly in that time period, but scripture does not teach this.  Saved people today are not the house of Israel...physically or spiritually.  Anybody “in Christ” today has been made a “new creature” (2Cor.5:17), not a spiritual Jew.  There is no such thing in scripture.  

What good did the law ever do Israel?  Self justification through the “work of their hands,” the keeping of the 613 laws, did it ever get them the righteousness needed for salvation?  Or, does the Old Testament consistently teach something else?

Now, ask yourself if you still think that the preaching, teaching, and keeping of the law will get you the justification and righteousness needed to get to heaven.
Let’s go back to the New Testament.    
What about Matthew 23?  

This entire chapter is a scathing rebuke of Israel’s priests and their religion...the law (Acts 26:5).  Below is a list of just 12 descriptive phrases used by the Lord:

  1. They “bind heavy burdens...but...will not move one of their fingers.”
  2. “...all their works they do for to be seen of men...”
  3. They “...love the uppermost seats at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues.” 
  4. “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! (repeated 7 times by the Lord).

  5. When they make one proselyte, they make him “twofold more the child of hell than                           yourselves.”

  6. “Woe unto you, ye blind guides...”
  7. “Ye fools and blind...”
  8. They have “...omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith...”
  9. They are full of “extortion and excess.”
10. They are “like unto a whited sepulchres...but within are full of dead men’s bones, and of                  all uncleanness.”
11. They are “full of hypocrisy and iniquity.” 
12. Jesus likens this generation of priests to: “serpents...generation of vipers...”
Earlier in Matthew, in speaking about the scribes and Pharisees of Israel, Jesus says: “Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.”  Did you catch this?  The ones keeping and teaching the law are FALLEN & BLIND!    

Still not convinced?  There is a very revealing verse in John 15:24 where Jesus once again tells Israel’s leaders that they did not learn what was taught by their prophets in the O.T.  “If I had not done among them works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but now they have both seen and hated both me and my Father.”  This verse illustrates something more than just the miracles the Lord performed.  How do I know this?  Because some of the O.T. prophets were enabled to do miracles at crucial times in Israel’s history.  So, it couldn’t be the miracles the Lord performed.  This verse teaches that Jesus Christ completely fulfilled the requirements of the law.  How?  By living a sinless life (Heb. 4:15).  No other person in history has been able to do this.  

In Acts 15, there was dissension and disputation among the Jews regarding the “conversion of the Gentiles” (Acts15:3).  Should they be taught to keep the law?  Read how Peter responded in Acts 15:10: “Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear.”

What else does the Apostle Paul say about the law?
Paul, an apostle and prophet of the Lord, penned about half of the N.T...13 of the 27 N.T. books. The reason he was chosen by God was to go to all nations with a specific gospel message: “But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested....” (Rom.3:21).  This verse does not imply that righteousness could “previously” have been gotten by the keeping of the law.  Rather, it is a concluding verse.  It concludes what the Lord had been trying to teach mankind and Israel throughout history.  We cannot save ourselves!  Paul begins his description of the law in Rom.2:17.  As Jesus did, he also pulls no punches in his description of his law-keeping countrymen.  

Let’s take a look at Rom.2:17-26 with some O.T. cross references:

Verse 17: “The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and                                  the prophets thereof divine for money: yet will they lean upon the LORD, and                                   say, Is not the LORD among us? None evil can come upon you” (Micah 3:11). 

Verse 18: “He sheweth his word unto Jacob, his statutes and his judgments unto Israel. He                               hath not dealt so with any other nation...” (Psa.147:19,20).

Verse 19,20: “Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit? There is more hope of a fool than of                                him” (Prov.26:12).

Verse 21: “Her princes...they have put no difference between the holy and profane...Her                                     princes in the midst thereof are like wolves ravening the prey, to shed innocent                                blood, and to destroy souls, and to get dishonest gain” (Ezek.22:27).

Verse 22: “Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot profit. Will ye steal, murder, and                                    commit adultery, and swear falsely, and burn incense unto Baal, and walk after                                other gods whom ye knew not” (Jer.7:8,9)?

Verse 23: “How do ye say, We are wise, and the law of the LORD is with us? Lo, certainly                                in vain made he it; The wise men are ashamed, they are dismayed and taken: lo,                               they have rejected the word of the LORD; and what wisdom is in them (Jer. 8:8,9).                                   
Verse 24: “Now therefore, what have I here, saith the LORD, that my people is taken away                                for nought? They that rule over them make them to howl, saith the LORD; and                                my name continually every day is blasphemed” (Isa.52:5).

Verse 25: “Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will punish them which are                                        circumcised with the uncircumcised...and all the house of Israel are                                                  uncircumcised in the heart” (Jer.9:25,26).

Verse 26: “Also the sons of a stranger, that join themselves to the LORD, to serve                                              him...Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my                                  house of prayer...” (Isa.56:6,7).

Passages like this teach us that we can literally believe what Paul said in Acts 13:39: “And by him (Jesus Christ) all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.”      

What do the Hebrew epistles teach about the law?
The Hebrew epistles speak to the nation of Israel in a future time period...scripturally called “the ages to come” (Eph.2:7).  The present day church, the body of Christ, will not be on the earth during this time of prophesied wrath.  

It is not necessary to quote a lot of verses at this point.  Why?  Because up to this point in the Bible, the instruction about the law has been consistent: the law will not make you righteous!  Even the Apostle John, who wrote four of the Hebrew epistles, showed this distinction in the first chapter of his gospel: “For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.” (John 1:17).  Clearly, something better than the law came, in the person of Jesus Christ and subsequently in the person of Paul and the ministry and gospel committed to him (Acts 20:24; Rom.16:25; 1Cor.9:17; Eph.3:2; etc.).  

Two passages in the Hebrew epistles should suffice.  Heb.7:11,19: “If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people received the law), what further need was there that another priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec, and not be called after the order of Aaron?” and Heb.10:11,12: “And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, WHICH CAN NEVER TAKE AWAY SINS: but this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God.” 

Further teaching by the man who completed our canon of scripture (Col.1:25)  

Knowing that the law is not one of the “covenants of promise” (Eph.2:12; Rom.9:4), Paul told us exactly why the law was given to Israel: “Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions...” (Gal.3:19).  Knowing that the law cannot make one righteous, Paul told us exactly what the law was “supposed” to do: “Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall be no flesh justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin” (Rom.3:20).    

Israel is blind to the truth of what Moses said shortly before his death.  Law keepers are blind to the fact that the law cannot purchase the righteousness required by the Lord for salvation.  Why do you think the Lord had Paul write 2Cor. 3:15,16?  “But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the veil is upon their heart. Nevertheless, when it shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall be taken away.”  Jesus Christ Himself paid the price for us.  “Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men” (1Cor.7:23).  A law keeper is a “servant of men.”  Gal.1:10 said it earlier: “For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.”         

At this point, some of you might be thinking of three verses: Rom.3:31; Rom.7:12; and 1Tim.1:8.  The answers to your questions are simple.  We “establish the law” (Rom.3:31), because the law did its job.  It convicted us of our sin and sin nature and to the fact that we needed a Saviour.  The “law is holy” (Rom.7:12), because it came from the Lord.  Leave it to mankind to mess things up.  “...the law is good, if a man use it lawfully” (1Tim.1:8), but only one man in history was able to use it lawfully...the God - man...Jesus Christ (John 15:24).

Some of the Lord’s instructions for us today are found in Rom.14:19: “Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and the things wherewith one may edify another” but Rom.4:15 says: “Because the law worketh wrath...”  By adhering to the law as a system of righteousness, how would you be able to fulfill Rom.14:19? 

Conclusion about current day law keepers

There is not one verse in the Bible which teaches that the keeping the law, with all of its rules, regulations, and ordinances will get you the justification needed for salvation.  Our Holy Book points to the Lord Jesus Christ, who by his willing sacrifice and for the benefit of mankind, nailed the law (and its consequences) to the cross.  In describing what the finished work of the cross accomplished, Col.2:14 states: “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross.”  Law keepers teach that the ordinances are not against us and not contrary to us.  Who or what are you going to believe...a teacher of the law, or God’s word?  

“For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth” (Rom. 10:4).
Consider the following: 
1. The opposite of truth is untruth.  Satan mixes truth with untruth. “A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump” (Gal.5:9).  

2. The opposite of the Lord is Satan. “He (Satan) beholdeth all high things: he is a king over all the children of pride” (Job 41:34).  

3. The opposite of proud is humble. “And being found in fashion as a man, he (Jesus Christ)  humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross” (Phil.2:8).

4. The opposite of unjustified is justified.  “Therefore being justified by faith (not the law) we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom.5:1).

5. The opposite of unrighteousness is righteousness.  “For he (God the Father) hath made him (God the Son) to be sin for us who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him” (2Cor.5:21).

6. The opposite of unsaved is saved.  “For by grace (not law) are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God” (Eph.2:8).   

7. The opposite of law is grace.  “And if by grace (God’s gift), then is it no more of works              (law): otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace:            otherwise work is no more work” (Rom.11:6).

One or the other.  You choose.

